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Breathing Clay: Contemporary ceramics by Yanagihara Mutsuo

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Dai Ichi Arts is delighted to present the highly anticipated solo exhibition of celebrated contemporary
artist Yanagihara Mutsuo celebrating six decades of ceramic innovation.

On view: May 15 - 30, 2025 | Digital & in-print exhibition catalog available

Group of Flower vases by Yanagihara Mutsuo, 2023-24

NEW YORK, NY — Yanagihara Mutsuo (b. 1934, Uwajima, Ehime Prefecture) is a pioneering Japanese
ceramic artist celebrated for his inventive forms and playful approach to clay. Raised in a family of
medical doctors in Kochi City, his early fascination with botany and the human body later influenced his
sculptural ceramics. He studied at Kyoto City University of Arts under modern masters Tomimoto
Kenkichi, Kondo Yiizo, and Fujimoto Yoshimichi, graduating in 1960.
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Yanagihara's career has been shaped by his exposure to international influences, particularly
during his time in the United States. Teaching at Alfred University and Scripps College in the 1970s
introduced him to the American studio craft movement, reinforcing his experimental and conceptual
approach to ceramics. Rejecting traditional affiliations, he remained independent, allowing him to
develop a unique artistic voice that blends Japanese craftsmanship with modernist and abstract
principles. Now at 90, Yanagihara continues to innovate with recent series such as Exhalation and
Inhalation (Koki kyiiki). Throughout his career, he has embraced the tension between sculpture and
function, creating works that are at once playful, imaginative, and rooted in ceramic form and tradition.
In May 2025, Dai Ichi Arts is honored to present a solo exhibition of works by Yanagihara, celebrating
his career spanning over six decades of ceramic innovation.
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Breathing Vessels: Contemporary ceramics by Yanagihara Mutsuo
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